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world," writes Benjamin Franklin. " TLe legis-
lative union between England and Ireland/*
writes Gladstone, "was brought about by a com-
bination of violence, fraud, baseness, tyranny and
cruelty in a degree rarely if ever paralleled in
history." These are the comments of dixl'erent
men, of different opinions, at different times, and
whatever may be the rights and wrongs of the
bickerings of to-day, these are fairly typical of
the estimate of practically all fair-minded men.
But the story is not told as yet. Cromwell's
iron heel marks indelibly the end of one period
and the beginning of another. The Restoration
brought little comfort to Ireland. Whether
Catholic or Protestant is in power seems to avail
the Irish nothing. Under William of Orange a
series of new penal laws were imposed upon
them, again with the intention of suppressing
Catholicism. It may be added here that the
natural hatred between the Anglo-Norman and
the Celtic portions of the population, betwe&i
1172 and 1540, only added to and made fiercer
the quarrel between them when Henry the
Eighth's religious reforms were made. The
English naturally followed the changes made in
England; while the Irish held all the more tena-
ciously to papal supremacy, which, as a sequence,
became, and remains to-day, a synonym for